
Tobacco in the Movies

Know the facts:
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3.)

4.)
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Deaths from tobacco in the world will 
reach 450 million by 2050. 1

U.S. movies recruit about 390,000 new 
teen smokers every year. 120,000 of these 
will die from illnesses caused by tobacco. 2

Watching smoking in movies is the main reason about 
half of youth start smoking. 3

Hollywood showed about 14 billion tobacco images in 
one year to youth ages 10 to 14. 4

The Tobacco industry spent $15 billion on cigarette 
advertising and promotion in movies in 2005. 7

“Movies are better than any commercial that has been 
run on television or any magazine because the 
audience is totally unaware of any sponsorship 

involvement.”
- Movie Production Executive to RJ Reynold Tobacco

While the portrayal of smokers in movies is not realistic, 
more than half of youth believe that movies correctly 
represent American life. 5,6
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ACT UP-


